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I-ath of Paoanini (text)

'n the morning of Paganini's death, the bishop of Nice gave
:.}~lstructions prohibiting the tolling of the "passing bells" .

few days later . where it had been embalmed, his body,
, : :,rested

	

i n the black cc-at and trousers i rt which he appeared
the concert oiatform, was put ire a coffin with a glass pane

1.bove his face . A dealer in secctnd hand objects offered the
-,=artate Cess~- l-e,

	

whc had been appointed trustee for Ach i l l ino,
!.-.he sum of 30,000 francs in order to exhibit the corpse in
~~ .nri land .
_he body, shabbily enbalmed was left on his death--bed for the
:wo, foI lowing months, - there remov8d down t ,o the ce11ar

	

for a year
red eventually on the order of the health authorities expelled

f corn the city,

	

ending

	

in a cell Lz,f an abandoned

	

lepper house cm
-ire Rocky Coast .

	

Soon stc-ries bec(an to, circulate ;

	

the vai is of
_ . violin . . . other terryfying noises . The body was moved again,
first to a cemert vat of an olive oil factory, then into the
garden of a private house . Four years after that the. body was
::ncased into three coffins . Takinq no chances, friends transport-_
::sd the body by ship to Genoa (there had been a cholera epidemic
:rt the French Riviera), then by vagon to his family house, were
s a boy he helped to plant the vegetables . Still, the church
s--yfusec *o_-., rereive him . Thirty years later the body was finally

that a rrian brought into the arena at the r-ment of death,
con-'L a dying gladiator, to delight the public with his con-

,/ulsions" Or,	is it one risen from the dead, . a Vampire with a
who,

	

i f not the blood out tm-f our hearts,

	

at arty rate
::t..tcka the gold out

	

of our pockets'

The friendship of Rerlioz was his rare intelectual adventure .
Berl i.oz had composed his symphony Harold in Italy for Pagartini,
but the ].otter refused it when he discovered too many rests in the
solo viola .heart .

	

Later,. Later,

	

after hearing both

	

"Harpl d " and "Fantastic"
Pagarf~,ni.., ;suddenly beca~7e extat ic about Berl ioz'

	

work
uF , prI aed

	

i'ri111

	

1-ty

	

a ~~i !
.1k

;

	

_' v
r,w!7�, .}t-A~

	

t: :-ou-say'td~a -.francs .

	

t,hi,s S .
was an extraord i'nary uverr[;,

	

it, clr''t
; . ilp

	

in

	

generlal,,

	

acid- .sorrle were : fi irr1rly =c:cmvinced,

	

that

	

the
al'II'li :iss .i.on

	

did

	

ncat

	

come

	

Fr-oEe

	

Paganirri,

	

but

	

from someone,
ciiriq hehi.nd this uubl : icity stunt .

Before his . death,

	

Paganini acquired yet another, illness - the
oss of his voice. Desparately, he grasped for help . He would

t c, t hC~ ear o f his son .

	

who

	

to the sounds,

was s!- l:i7i.n that r ,nce are :kknnkE epe'r, Pxpe .l .Lad him frcsr[7 has
~'abl ishment

	

it the belief that a person so slender must 'be
I .-~~?rr~tolar' .

a macabre episode took place again sixty years later .
` ech viol.i.nist .Franc Ondricek persuaded the grandson of Paganini

t exhumate the grave .

	

"Papani,ni' s "features were still recogn~
'able, but . . . the lower Bart =-_tf the body was not~.hinu but heap

b~:~rces tt a

	

wrote

	

one obser'"ver'' .'


